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{{A T E6." said Mrs. Addison HolloWay.wife of the Ameri|

can consul at the (treat
Chinese seaport, "we are

looking forward with the keenest
anticipation to Lady Cockrlll's Uttle
party next Wednesday evening, becausewe are sure she Is going to
have some delightful new and startlingsurprise in store for us."
"She always does." chimed in the

circle of ladles on the consular
veranda, voicing their sentiment
through the personality of Mrs. Bevington-Jonesof the Indian Bank,
whose long residence In the east
gave her tho privilege of being the
lirst speaker on any local topic what*
ever. "I am wondering now what It
is going to .be this time. Liet me
see.we've had the Egyptian dancers
and the Cingalese magicians and the
Siamese fairies, and all that *'

"Perhaps she will have some Europeanentertainers this time, Mrs.
Jones." ventured to remark the young
wife of one of the Junior clerks In
the bank.

"Mrs. Bevlngton - Jones. If you
please." was the crushing rebuke
administered by Shanghai's self-appointedsociety leader to this young
upstart.
"Excuse me. I meant Mrs. Bevington-Jones."was the courteous reply.

"I understand there are some wonderfulRussian musicians visiting at
their consulate Just now. and she
may give us an opportunity of hearingthem."

"Pos-si-bly so. but I doubt it,'
drawled out the offended dignity.

"Well, ladles," put in Mrs. Holloway.evidently desiring to pour oil
on the troubled social waters, "whati*!o- i am snr* it will be some-
thing well worth hearing and serins,
and I know we shall all be delighted."(The wife of the American consulwas just beginning to get used
to these little social frictions, so

common in the far eastern ports.)
"We certainly shall," arose the

choru" f-on the teacups and saucera.
Wednesday evening duly arrtv^,.

at the ltrltish consulate, and w;u»
the appearance of the after-dinner
guests came the announcement of
the anticipated surprise. A dainty
little program was handed around
by the Immaculate house oy and on

it, after several musical offerings by
resident professionals, was a notice

. to the effect that "Mme. Rodinsky,
entertainer at the Russian court,
would appear In her marvelous seance
of mlndreading and clairvoyance.

* * *

P"VERT one was on the tip-toe of

expectation and there was just
that little nervous feeling creeping
around among' the guests that always
precedes any form of entertainment
that proposes to give public utterance
to one's private thoughts or future.
Mrs. Bevington-Jones seemed to be
more than usually sensitive on this
point, and took occasion to remark to
Mrs. Holloway, leaning over her wavingostrich fan: "Well, whatever she
does. I don't propose to give her a

chance to read my thoughts, my dear.
Xo! not at any price. If I have any
special thoughts . and goodness
knows I haven't very many".she giggledwith her quaint little giggle as
she said it.T propose to keep them
to myself, and not have them gabbledal over Shanghai."
Mrs. Holloway made no reply to this

sentiment, but inwardly concluded.
as probably every one else in the
room would have done.that Shanghai
wouldn't be much poorer by the loss.
Prof. L>e Monte of the institute had

played the piano. Mrs. Brevaine of
the French concession had charmed
the company with her operatic selectionsand the Misses Wilson of the
.American uourge were juot uiuoiumh

a duet.' when Sir Rutherford Cockrlll
was seen'reaching over to his wife
and whispering something in her
ear
"Impossible! Why. what an awful

disappointment,'* said the hostess.
"You must explain to them at once,
Rutherford."
"Ladles and gentlemen." remarked

the consul, as he turned to address the
company, "it is with feelings of extremeregret that I have to announce
to you that Mme. Rodlnsky is unable
to appear kefore us this evening. The
teams is given in her own words"
(infolding a message in his bands.
rVadame regrets that owing to the
fact that the Qoiden Fillet, through
which her manifestations are given,
has mysteriously disappeared from
her room in the hotel, she will be unableto comply with your request for
a seance!"

"Ths Golden Fillet! The Golden
Fillet!" was repeated from mouth to
mouth.

"I wonder what that can he!"
-'Perhaps, Sir Rutherford." ssked

Dr. HolloWay, "you can throw some
light on what this mysterious object
Is?"
"Why." replied the consul, "as far

as I can remember, from the enter-
talnment that I saw her give in
Government House at Hongkong, It
is a golden band which she haa
tightly bound about her head, after
she goes into a trance, and which
she claims has the magical power of
catching the thoughts 'floating in the
ether.' as she says, and conveying
them to her brain. I really can't
say whether there's anything in it
or not. but she certainly does some
wonderful things with it and she
seems to bo perfectly helpless withoutit."
"What you say only makes us all

the more anxious to see her."
"Quite naturally. And I wish to

say now, on behalf of Lady Cockrill
and myself," that when the mysteriousFillet turns up.if it does
while she Is In the port.we shall
expect you to do us the honor of
being our guests on some other evening."

It wasn't that Lieut. Pierson of
the Charleston was at all dlscouraaous.Indeed,what real American
^Va I J ka tn larlss Kit*
omccr cvuia c»ci wc vu «. .-Vu>

he certainly felt that the time had
come when he would be obliged to
tell Mrs. Pufflngton (the good soul
who presided over the Methodist
school for Chinese) that he didn't
approve of her overstrict chaperonage.There could be no possible
reason whatever, in his mind, why
he shouldn't call upon any of the
young iady teachers in the evenings,
and yet Mrs. Pufflngton had distinctlytold him. on this very afternoon,
that she preferred to have him eonfinehis call* upon Miss Atherton to
the house between 5 and 7. Perhaps
he did not realise that the Charleston
had been so long in the port.and
the rails uppn Miss Atherton had
consequently become so numerous
and so lengthy.that he was reported
amng the school authorities to have
very serious neeigne upon mp yuuns

lady's affections, and she, on her
part, was accused of allowlnar that
much-maligned little anrel. Cupid, of
seriously interfering with her legitimateschool duties.

"I will tell the old girl .lust what I
think of her," he remarked, as he
put on his gold-laced cap and went
down the ateps of the school toward
his jinriklsha.

"Oh. please don't do that, lieutenant."she begged of him: "it's better
to see me In the afternoon than not
to see me at all, isn't It? And the
old g'rl," as you call her, might
make it so unpleasant for me that 1
would have to gtve up my work and
then.then".ahe took his hand to bid
him good-night."what would be.
roroe of me, stranded out here alone
In the far east?"

"twn't worry about that "

"Why. who would take me home?"
"Take you home? Take you home?"

he smiled, and before he thought of
the full force of the words, he
answered. "Why. I guess the United
Sta'ea Navv is good enough for that!"
"But the Na»y ships don't carry lady

passengers
"

"Miss Atherton, you'll catch your
death o' cold out there'" screamed a

female voice from within.
"Hang the old girl, there ahe Is

now!"
'V- - -1.. V. ... mUm

"jump HIIU 11IV i IV n.-i.« " uvivv - . .

ereyou."
So ended the Interview, and the

rootle picked up the shafts and start.
<d up for the Nanking road.

"Yea: I committed myself before 1
realised It " he kept saying to himfelf as the little carriage rattled
along. "I wonder If she'll take that ar
a deflnlte proposal. I wonder!" But
that was only wonder No. I, for won.i

)LDEN F
der No. 2 kept creeping into his mind
all that night on board the ship, and
that was the olrl, old wonder of the
ages, namely, "What she would say
if it was a proposal."
Now, Lieut. I'ierson was not only a

courteous man, but a brave man. and
yet it took him three whole days to
actually summon up courage enough
to turn his footsteps again in the
direction of the school. He could
have responded instantly to a call to
face a Chinese mob, but this.to face
a poor and lonely woman.was a far,
more serious matter. He wandered
down the Bund, half afraid to summona jinrikisha. and stopped right
in front of the hotel.

Hello! Fierson, old chap; glad to
see you. How is everything going?"
said a friendly voice, which he recognisedinstantly aa belonging to a
brother officer of the British service,
"Fine: By the way, where are yon

coming from? Been to tea in the
hotel?"
"Tea? No. indeed. I've been in to

have an interview with that Russian
clairvoyant, Mm*. Rodlnrky. 1 say.
she's great. Most wonderful woman I
ever met in my life! Told me all my
future like a book. You ought to try
her some time."
"Perhaps I will."
Now Just what it was that Induced

him to seek an interview with
msdame, h« never knew. It. wasn't
entirely his friend's advice; it wasn't
his fondness for fortune-tellers, for he
had never had much to do with them:
it wasn't entirely his own unsettled

1

state of mind.It must have been
a combination of all these and something-else, but in he went and it
wasn't a very long time before the
famous Russian seeress had read his
mind, and read it as easily as most
of them do with their love-sick
clients.
"And what will the young lady's answerbe?" he finally mustered up courageenough to ask as a definite question,after relieving himself of an exorbitantfee.
"Ah! That I cannot tell today. Myfillet is gone, my precious fillet! I

can read your thoughts by putting my
hand upon your brow, but her
thoughts.hers.hers.they are float- .

ing in the ether. I cannot draw them
to my brain without the golden uand.
Come back! Come back to me again
when I have found it, and I will tell
you all!" And so the lieutenant bade

heradieu and passed out Into the street,hmring at least eased his pocketbook if
not his mind.

* » *
t-NSPECTOR Joseph MfcKrthur of the
Shanghai police sat in his inner of-

flee in earnest consultation with
Deputy O'Keef. Turning to him, he
aid:
"Well. O'Keef whet An « > tki-b

It? Clever piece of work, eh?"
"It euro was, chief," was the laconic

reply.
"You don't suppose It was worth ,what she says, do you?" ,"Not unless it was set with dia-

monds on the inside. Why, there
couldn't have been five hundred dol-
lars' worth of sold in the whole thins,and here she is claiming tan thousand."

"Well, I suppose that's because
she's putting her own estimate on it
for what it's worth to her. You see,she's superstitious about it in some
way; claims she tells fortunes and
reads thoughts by it, and all that sort
of nonsense. I suppose she got It
from some fakir in India or some
place. That kind of person is always
putting lots of faith in these thingsthey steal from the temples."

"Yes, and their silly dupes believe
all they tell them and then pay for it
handsomely. Why, I'll warrant you
she makes more in a month than you
or I do in a year." '

"Any report today from the native
detectives on it?" !
"Nothing since last night, but let

us call In Ah Bam."
The office bell rang. "I want to

speak to Ah Sam." said the inspector
to the uniformed attendant.
"Can do." was the celestial's verybrief reply.
"Vnu? AH Ham " Knwon Hits «KS&#

the skillful Shanghai detective enteredthe room, we must get that golden 1
fillet and get It quick, you navee.
"My havee look see all piecee pawnshop.no got. Two more piecee man

havee look see all placee Chow Chow
Stleet (the Shanghai headquarters for
stolen goods) him no got, too. My
tlnkee tlefee man hav' hldee.no hav,
sell."
"Oh, you think they're hiding it somewhere.do you. until suspicion blows

over?"
"My tinkee so fashion."
"Well, you and your men just keep on

looking.and look till you find it. Therein
a big reward out for it, you saves? A
thousand dollars.and half of it goes to
you. Now go and get to work again as
quick as you can. Try all the native
games you can think of, but don't come
back without It!"
The faithful Ah Sam'a eyes glistened

as he saw the thousand dollars floatingIn imagination before him, and five hundredof it dropping into the outstretched
hands of himself ar<l his friends, but he
was too good and loyal an officer and
had been too long In the service to acem
to be moved by a bribe, so he merely
bowed and said: "S'posee catehee tou-
sand dollar.rposee my no catcher one
dollar, look ere all aamee. how fashion
dat?"
"Nobly said, old boy," smiled the Inspector,"you're a credit to the department."Then turning to the deputy, "we

may as well leave It in their hands, for
they're the only one* that can get ahold
of it."
But, as a matter of fact they were not

the only ones that could get ahold of
it nor indeed the ones that did get
ahold of It. as the facts eventually
showed, for the golden flllet was secure
in the hands of a very different person!

* * * *
tN THE upper room of the basketmaker'shome, a visitor from Hong,
kong was sluing quietly at a table and
pondering some notes in a lltUo leather
book. Contrary to his usual custom, hs
I I a. a 11 _a _a la s s
na.u noi >ei canea tii ponce neauquarters.In fact, hia presence in Shanghai
at this time was entirely unknown to the
Inspector and hia officers. He had specialplans of his own which he wished to
work out. and he thought it better to remainentirely incognito until he had
done so. Now he wa».to speak very
candidly.Just as much Interested In
Mme. Rodlnaky's golden Allot as was
the good lady hermit, and thla Interest
stent very much deeper than that of the
police, who were concerned only with the
theft and the effort to apprehend the
:hlef and secure the stolen property. And
another still stranger fact In the case

ILLET
was that.contrary to all his usual procedure.hewas not attempting at all to
assist the department in their search
for the culprit, but, quite the opposite.
Was exceedingly anxious that they
should not lay hands on him at present!
The reason for this mysterious attitudeon the part of the great detectiveappeared a few moments later.

He rose quietly from his seat, securelybarred the door of his little bedroom,carefully closed the shutters of
the window's, and listened for a while
at the thin partitions of the wails untilhe had thoroughly satisfied himselfthat the basketmaker and his
family were sound asleep. "I think
we are perfectly safe now." he repeatedto himself, and proceeded to
onen the ouaint old brass lock that

IlI
I

"IT REVEALS HONGKONG'S (
FORTIFICATIONS, GINS, MINKS. A
EVERYTHING."

secured his hog-skln trunk. He drew
>ut several garments and, laying them
an the chair, unfolded an embroideredvest of yellow silk. In the middle
of the vest was a little package tied
with a double red cord. He slowly
undid the knots and out upon the tablerolled the stolen fillet, right underthe eyes of the self-confessed
thief!
Was it possible that Wang Foo had

actually stolen it? Oh. no. dear reader,not at all! He bad not stolen it,
he had simply appropriated it for a

little while and for a very special
purpose. He had simply "loong-ed"
it. as the Chinese say, and every old
resident in the far east has had, at
some time or other in his career, to
encounter that most felicitous term
"loong." It Is an ancient word, handed
town from hoary antiquity, and is
always used as a convenient term to
explain a mysterious disappearance.
For Instance. you miss some «1ay an
article of Jewelry or wearing apparel,
or It may be some useful tool or Implement.and when you interrogate
the Buddha-like housaboy or coolie
and ask them where It has gone the
reply will generally be: "Tiefee man
no makee atealee, my tlnkee some
plecee man hav' 'loong.' S'pose
waitchee little time, can come back
dls aide." And there you are! There
la nothing to do. There Is no need of
appealing to the police, for they are
as helpless as you are. Ho you patientlyblde-a-wee and In a few days
you will almost certainly find the
missing article in its usual place.
Some one In your employ has lent
it to a friend to examine or use it, or.
what is more likely, he has rented It
out for a small consideration, with
the guarantee that It will eventually
come back. It has simply been
"loong-ed".tljat is all! And so Wang
Foo had "loong-ed" the golden fillet!
He took it up In his hands and carefullyexamined it. It was apparently

a plain gold band, of pure and heavy
metal, about an inch ir. width and long
enough to be bound around a lady's
head and fastened with two ingenious
buckles at the ends. He ran his finger
gently along the edge several times
as ii reeling ror eomeining rougn.
"Ah! 1 thought so!" he said, and,
taking his magnifying glass from its
little ease in his sleeve, he discovered
a delicate black line which appeared
to be a Joint in the metal. It was hut
the work of a moment to Insert the
blade of his penknife into the line
and. with a little pressure, to cause a
cover of gold about two inches longto fly open and rfveal the interior of
the fillet. Something white met his
eye. and the glass showed it at once
to be a folded strip of paper. Bendingthe silver cleaner from his tobaccopipe Into a hook, he carefullydrew it out without tearing and proceededto unfold it. It proved to be a
large sheet of fine white tissue, coveredfrom top to bottom with the
minutest writing and containing severalmysterious diagrams. It took
more than an hour to decipher it ail,
but when It was finished he leaned
buck In his chair and, drawing a verylong breath, exclaimed with that feelingof intense satisfaction that comes
to every great discoverer: "So, so!
Madame Rodlnsky, so these are the
thoughts that you claim to 'catchfloating In alKas » sm *

I WtV mcj ; now in*
terestlng! How v-e-r-y In-ter-estinfsr;and what & wonderful thing:clalrvoyanca la. after all!"
After breakfast with his host and

the family the following: morningWang Foo remarked that he had some
very Important writing to do in his
room and asked to be excused until
noon. Taking from his hogskin trunk
his traveling ink case and pens, he satdown at the table and never arose
until he had completed two exactcopies of the document, one In Englishand one in Chinese, which hecarefully worked out from the Russianoriginal by the aid of his littledictionary and phrase book. He thenrefolded the paper along the creasesand, with the aid of the silver wire,pushed It back into the interior of thecase and carefully closed the opening.

* T #

»-pHE second stage in the "loong-ing"A process, to be sure, was a little
more complicated and dangerous than
the first stage of procuring the fillet
from Mme. Rodinsky's apartment, but
tactful native diplomacy.in which
the hotel servants played their respectiveparts.enabled the amah to
say to the good lady a few mornings
afterward: "O Iflssee, MIssee, my haV
ftndee dat goldee libbon you makes
lose'. Pleaaee you come chop-chop
look see!"

'

"You have found It! 'Where? Show
. W. m

Bv
.

t

me at once!" exclaimed the astonished
and delighted owner. i
"All samee der inside hav' got.

Hangee dat blackee hat down-side.
My can show you." and opehing wide
the door of the wardrobe she exhibitedthe famous golden fillet suspendedquite innocently from an inner
hook (where she herself had hung it
that very morning when Bhe came In
with the early tea-tray!).
The discovery proved a boon both

to the inspector of police and to the
consul, for it enabled the former to
announce in the Daily News that "the
supposed theft of some valuable jewelryfrom a Russian lady at the hotel
turns out. after careful searching on
the part of the department, to have
been a mistake, for it has now been

II.

OMPLETE PLANS OF DKKENSEl
MMLNITION, Sl'PPLIES, SOLDIERS,

found In a wardrobe where she mislaidit," and it enabled the latter and
Lady Cockrill to announce to their
friends that "the seance of Kmc.
iRodlnsky, which wan unfortunately
postponed, would take place at the
consulate on Thursday evening- next,
the day before her sailing for Vladivostok."
When Lieut. Pierson read in the

papers the notice of the recovery of
the golden fillet, he sympathetically
opened his wallet and drew forth a
brand-new ten-dollar bill. "Ten dollarsof good Shanghai money," he repeatedto himself, "ten dollars of good
Shanghai money.just five dollars of
United States coin.well. It isn't very
much, I think I'll cancel that little
dinner engagement at the French
Hotel, and risk one more chance on i
the old Russian girl's second-sight."

So, skeptic though he was in his
saner moments, and poorer financially,
from his former visit, he did what:
many another love-sick young man
had done before him. and jumping:
into a jin-rlckshaw started for the jcairvoyant's apartment. After some
apparent reluctance, accompanied by
exclamations that she was very busy
packing her baggage for departure,
she finally consented to a "sitting" '

and. binding the mystic golden fillet ;around her head, proceeded to "catah !
the floating thoughts in the ether".
after having, of course, relieved her

I victim or the aforesaid ten-dollar bill.
"Tour fate will be sealed this very ,evening," she said, after mumbling

over a lot of unintelligible nonsense '

(which he concluded to be a dialect 1
of northern Russia and not the lan- 1

guare of the spirit-world).
"This very evening? How and ,

where?" '

"At my seance at the consulate."
"But why not here and now? I've

paid you for the young lady's answer,
why can't I have it?"

"True, you have paid me, and the
thoughts are floating in the air.I can
feel them even at a distance.but they
have not come near enough for me to
communicate them to you now. At
9' o'clock tonight, yes. at precisely
9, you will listen very carefully and they
will reach you." "

"But I don't want my privte affairs
trotted out for the public," protested
the officer.
"The public will know nothing,"

was the answer. "I will simply say
'he' and 'she' and the secret will be
yours,"
8o ended the inervlew and the remainderof the afternoon was taken

up with a regular naval attack upon
old Mrs. Puffington at the school, to
convince her that it was her most
sacred duty to allow Miss Atherton to
be present at the seance that evening.
Though at first she put up a valiant
resistance, she finally yielded on the
condition of Mrd. Holloway's constantohaperonage. and a solemn
promise to be home "very early."

» * *

TT7HEN the office boy brought In tha
tea at police headquarters on

Thursday afternoon Wang Foo and
the inspector were concluding a most
important interview, wmuu wu ««»linedto have a very decided effect
upon Mme. Rodlnaky's seance, though
she never for a moment suspected It.
"And you feel quite sure that it

would be better for us to wait until
the evening, instead of making the
arrests now*' asked the chief.
"Quite positive." answered the de-

tectlve. "We aannot afford to take i'
any risk of losing them. They are as
'slippery as eels' (as the Americans
say), and we must not only catch
them both together, but it will be i
much more effective If we catch them i

publicly In this way."
"Very well. Mr. Wang, you pr&etioallyhave the whole case in your <

hands, so we'll Just let you manage
it as you nave pianneu.

You will have Deputy CfJCeefe
there with several officers in civilian
clothes, and see that every doorway and
window Is carefully guarded, so that
there Is no possible escape."
"He ll be there, sir, with his men.

and you can rely on him to see it's
thoroughly dona"
"And now let us make our final

call upon Sir Rutherford, and see that
he clearly understands the arransemsnts."
The inspector rana the bell and in

a few momenta more these two
guardians of the secret of the golden
fillet were speeding toward the
British oonsulate. On arrival they
were immediately ushered into tha
inner office.
When all had been explained by

... / _ 'J

Sydney C. Partridge
the officers, the consul eaid: "The programtheir, is this: After madame has
told several fortunes among the guests.
I am to request her to allow me to

glande for a moment at the golden
fillet. She will naturally not want
to part with it, but a» anv hesitancy
would be suspicious, she will unclasp
It and hand it to me. end then f Will
hand it to Mr. Wang.and he Will do
tK* PAttt

"Exactly so," replied the vlsitore, as
they rose to take thelf departure.
Sir Rutherford and Lady Cockrill'n

guests arrived at the conRulate. preciselyon time that evening, and lookedforward with more than usual anticipationto the seance, because their
curiosity had naturally beeh aroueed
by the story of the stolen nllet. All
proceeded Smoothly with the program,
and after some introductory music,
the consul escorted Mme. Rodlnsky
to a chair upon the platform and announcedthat her "marvelous ethlbltlonof clairvoyance and thoughtreading"would begin. Several personsIn the audience accepted her
invitation to come forward and have
their fortunes told, and there was the
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More Concerning the
Dam and Causenrawfltfl OklSpf flf
»T 1 V**w» »-|

a Long Debate in
Congress During!
1804-5. Deed of
John Mason to City
of Georgetown.
Ancient FerryConnectingtbe District
and Maryland With
Virginia Shore.
THE rough "avenue of tumbled

stones" which reaches from
Analostan Island to the Rosalynshore may aeem to some

>f you a drab and uninteresting text
for a set of "rambles." But the urrtt

rof these lines feels that the strucureof whihh these rocks aire the
ruin and the association of that
ttructure with the oarly history" of
Seorgetown and Washington may be

sufficient interest to hold your nolle©for a few moments. Tfhat^notlce
will fully reward the Rambler fdr the
work of setting down this sketch. He
(nova that many persons who pick
jp a newspaper, even on Sunday, hope
:o be thrilled, and he knows that they
ran find no thrill In a ruined (Hull and
lauaeway at home. *lf the ruined dam
and causeway were in Afghanistan,
Baluchistan, Yucatan or Patagonia, it
would be a thing to read about and to
talk over at tbe next meeting of lbs,
:lub, the circle or the mutual mjrovementsociety for the discussion
it useless subjects. But a mere home
uln! 'Tis a rock pile in the mud I
Sometimes the Rambler regrets that

se cannot cater more strongly to the
mniiaan and nnnnlaa taafa Mnf fha
best he can do in to give you pictures
»t old houses, old bridges, scenes,
places and even old rock piles which
have associations with early Ameri;anlite and manners. k '

The Rambler feels sorrow that He
cannot tickle a fancy for stories sbaut
the elopement of a beautiful girl and
her clandestine marriage in a "high'
powered" Car at 2 o'clock in the morbingwith a rich society man and
popular club fellow. He would like to
be able to write stories in hifaluttn
adjectives about a beautiful chorus
girl. who. after serving as an ar«
List's model, opened a manicure shop,
and then met Sappie Vermicelli,
cniy son of old Million-Dollar Jones.
Pes, the Rambler would like to tell
irou how Bapple'a mother, who hung
aut washing on a tenement roof beforeshe got her diamonds, eyed her
daughter-in-law through gold-rimd
Tied lorgnettes and then coldly turned
her proud baro back upon her, and
how old MUlion-Dollfr Jones, who
shoveled mud out of the James Cre*k
canal and boiled discarded mules at
the fertiliser factory near Olesboro
before he struck it rich, glared at
Sappie for marrying so far beneath
the social standing of the family.

* * * *
But the Rambler cannot write these

stories. and finds that such small ta.1-]
snt as in his must be given to old jroads, old homesteads, old families
tnd old records. Sometimes the man |who writes these narratives feels
that he has fallen so far behind the
lemand that he thinks of taking the
»ld Rambler out into a lonely bit of
[lines, bidding him farewell, turning
lilm loose, coming back to the city
uid writing stories about how MarsariliaVan Der Swell, a beautiful
society belle, who got famous by
throwing a kiss from the third-story
window of her house at the Prince of
WaleB when he rode by, cut open a
ran of beans with f diamond-pointed
Ran-openear which .she wofre as a
lavallier about her neck, spilled the
leans and got the can stuck in her
throat.
But the Rambler finds it necessary

to turn back to the old dam and,
causeway. After reciting the long [and active debate which the plan |called forth In Congrena, in the winter .

at 1804-5, he promised to give to youthe deed which John Mason, then
swner of Analoetan Island br inheritancefrom hie father, George Mason
at Gunaton Hall, made to the corporationof Georgetown. That deed
was recorded November 28, 1805, andis among the land records of the Districtof Columbia. It was signed byJohn Maaon and Thomas Corcoran,
mayor of Georgetown, and wKneesed
by Richard Parrott and Jehn Ott, justicesof the peace. Thomas Corcoran,
the father of W. W. Corcoran, was
born in Limerick, Ireland, in 1754:
Bottled In Georgetown in 1783. and
engaged in business there with his
uncle. William Wilson, after whom
W. W. Corcoran was named. In 1791,
on behalf of the eitlsens of Georgetown.he presented an address to
President Washington, who had come
w nr«v<,in\c wun nnyrri r^icr. PRni.
uel Davidson. David Burnes. NotleyVoung and Daniel Carroll and others
ror lands desired for th» e'te of the
"aoltal city of the United Rtetes.
President Jefferson appointed ThomasCorcoran a magistrate and memberof the levy court, which positions

be held until his death In 1*8«. In
1*23 he was appointed postmaster of
l»oreetown. and held that office until
bis death, being succeeded by his son
Tames Corcoran. Thomas Corcoran
eras mayor from 1*0* to 1*0* 1*a*
to 1RH. 1*12 to 1*1# and 1818 to IMP.
Richard Parrott, one of the witnesses
to the deed, was once the owner of
Psrrott's woods* which is now Oak
Hill cemetery, l^smott's woods was
the sits of a roPt walk, and at a later
period became < no of the popular
Menle groves about Washington. W,
W. Corcoran bought fifteen aces of
the tract 'n IktT from Iwwls Washingtonand rave that heeo'v spot to
rieorgetown *" * eowrter*. The eroneterycorporation was formed In 1848

. J sa

I ][ usual mingling' of astonishment arid I
| merriment at her visions of their
future, to say nothing of the innocent I
smileS that were provoked by her
amusing use of broken English.
Ohe statement that She made seemedto mystify them more than any-

thing else, and that Was when, be-
tween two of her readings, she waved
her arms over thfc heads of the com- i
pany and cried: "Her answer is "yes"Her answer Is 'yes!' "

"Whose answer? Whose answer?
Answer to what? Answer to what?"
arose from different parts of the
room.
"They will know.they will know!"

was the only satisfaction she would
give them, leaving them all in that I
realm of Indefihlteness which is the
characteristic of her tribe.no. not
all. all but two, and they were the
very two In whom we most were Interested.And that Is the reason why
Lieut, rierson. who had been sitting
Very close to Miss Atherton In the
Shade of the heavy parlor curtains,
drew even a little closer yet and.
relying on the friendly shade of the
self-same curtains.seized her right
hand in his. and, leaning over, whispered:"It's all right now!" Ahd so.
of course. It was, and consequently
no one could blame her for calling
her Chinese engagement ring "Chlng
Lilen or "Golden Fillet," in spite of
411 that happened later In the evening.
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and chartered by Congress March 3.
1849. The deed of John Mason to the
city of Georgetown, in Its first two
paragraphs recites:
"Whereas the Congress of the Unit-

ed States did, by an act passed in the
month of January last, at the petition
of the Inhabitants of George Town, for
the purpose of improving the naviga-
tion of the River Potomac, authorise
the Corporation of George Town to
make a dam or causway across that
arm of the River Potomac which
passes between Mason's Island and
the western shore of said river, and
did in thjs same act provide that the
same shall not be erected until the
consent of the proprietor or proprietaryof the island, and western
tuic vyjmtic incrciu biihii uts ursi |obtained;
"And, Mfhereas, .the said corporation

have no Intention or Views in causingsaid darn or causeway to be
erected other than to turn all the
water, which in descending now
passes between the island and the
western shore, through the eastern
passage, thereby to remove certainObstructionsto navigation below the
said island; and, whereas, John
Mason of George Town, aforesaid, the
proprietor of said island and of the
western shore of the Potoihac oppositethereto, is willing that the dam
or causeway be so erected, provided
the same be constructed in an effectualand durable manner not only
so as completely to obstruct the passageof the water at that place but
to connect by a commodious and safe
roadway hia island with his land on
the western shore, and on certain
other conditions hereinafter recited.
Now, this indenture made the 1st
day of June in the year 1S05 between
.the said John Mason of the one part
and the Mayor, Recorder, Aldermen
and Common Council of George Town
on the other part, witnesseth that the
saia jonn Mason xor ana in consiaeratfonof One Dollar in hand paid,
the receipt whereof la hereby acknowledged,and for and In consideration
of the covenants, agreements and.
stipulations hereinafter expressed to
be performed and done by them the
said Mayor, Recorder, Aldermen and
Common Council of George Town,
hath given, granted, bargained, sold,
confirmed and released, etc., etc., so
much of the said Mason's land on the
western shore of Potomac opposite
the upper part of his island as shall
be contained! within the followtng
lines."

* * * *

Then follows a minute description
of the land to be taken.
The corporation of Georgetown

promised on the part of themselves
and their successors to "Construct or

cause to be constructed within two
VfRrR from ihA riata nf thooo nsoeonta

" F» v "v ** '"

a dam or causeway across the arm of
the River Potomac in a most sub-
stantlal and durable manner, the dam
or causeway to be made of stone, in-
termlaed with small timber and earth
from the bottom of the river to the
surface of the water at low tide and j
that it shall be at the surface of the
water at low tide forty feet wide and
of stones and earth enclosed In stone
walls from low water mark upwards."
l?hey agreed that "it should be raised
eight feet at least above common

high tide and a hard dry road made
on the top not lesa than thirty feet
wide and secured by parapet walls ioneach sid^ fomr feet high above the
top of the dam or the base of said

f
road mads thereon." John Mason consentsthat the stone necessary for the
work and for keeping the structure in
repair may be taken out of bis quarry
above the mouth of Spout run.
Spout run continues to be one of

the features of the landscape above
Rosslyn, and the old quarry workings
are easily laenuneu. n is imtrnmig i

to have a record of the working of
the Quarries along the "palisades of
the Potomac" extending back 115
years. Mason. In his deud. "gives also
all the earth that may be found necessaryfor the dam and causeway and
to keep them In repair." It was to be
taken from the ground hear the westernabutment of the causeway "from ,
such lots tn the town laid out en my
land not at the time disposed of, or
from some of the streets as laid out.
or from land adjacent to them." Here
Is the fact 4hat a town was laid out
on the Mason land at the south of the >

Aqueduct bridge at least as early as
^

In that old deed one may, flgura- '

tlwly. catch a gltmpH of the ancient I
fairy that connected the Maryland- 1
District Bide with Virginia. In con- <
slderatlon of Mason permitting the
aroctlon of the dam and giving atone i

and earth for Us building, the corporationof Georgetown "agrees to do <
all In Its power to facilitate the said
Mason in establishing and keeping :
such ferrr with the greatest advan- 1
tags and to secure him all rights and i
to protect him against all interfer- i

* I". ;, jkXi-

And jftst What was It that happened'
Why. simply this:
AWilt madame ktndlv allow me te

take the wondrons flllet in my hiini1
for a moment?" asked Sir Rutherford
of the seeress. She started for a moment.and theft, as a strange pallot
spread over her face, she instantly recontrolledherself and. unclasping- the
golden hand from her head, handed ti
to her host with the words: "1 aw
honored to have you hold it, sir. and 1
only regret that I cannot offer you ill
mystic pn»er with it.hut that unfortunately.abides in me alohe."
"Ah. then Its secrets could not penetratea Chinese brain
"It has nsver been tried, sir.I dc

not understand vou
"

"Then why not try It no*-, Its r»vrlatlonsmay he more marvelous yet,'
and, suiting his action to the word
before she could even utter a protest
he handed the golden fillet to Wans
Foo, and, placing him In a chair by
the side of madame. *>ound the fillet
arouhd his heat, and. turning to the
audience, announced as follows: 'twdlesand gentlemen, we are now to
make the supreme test of the psychic
world and ascertain whether the occidental'ether waves of thought' car
ever actually affect the oriental hraln,
My esteemed friend, Mr. Wang Foo of
Hongkong, has kindly consented to
conduct tne experiment."
"Oraslous me! It makes me feel

mora uncanny than ever!" exclaimed
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1 4HBT DAY ON WATER STREET.

encs to and respecting the same as
far as it may be in their power." It
grants him the exclusive use of a
pieco of land for a ferry wharf and
ferry house on Water street "where
it passes through the streets called
Wapping and the Keys." The corporationstipulates that Mason shall
ptoep a sufficient number of boats
and ferrymen to answer the public
exigencies"; provides that the ferry
rights granted shall lapse if the ferry
suspends operation, and makes certainregulations to protect the Mason
ferry from competition of other ferries.
The Rambler feels that he has war*

rant for the belief fhat the earliest
ferry, which was in operation about
1730. crossed the river near the foot
of High street and the Virginia shore
"Cfti uic our ui nuBBij n. a lie waouu

ferry wu in oporstion at least as
early as 1748, for In that year It was
made a public ferry.that Is. a ferry
in which the service and rates were
prescribed*by law.

* * * *

In the statutes of Virginia. 22
George. 11. 1748, in an act authorising
a public ferry "from the plantation
of George Mason, opposite Rock
creek, over to Maryland." It was
directed that the rate of ferriage
should be "4 pence for a man and 4
pence for a horse." Public ferries
on the Potomac river extend back
to 1789. and in writing of old ferries
last July the Rambler said: "Among
the acts of the general assembly of
Virginia for 1720 (7th George. 1) is
'en act for settling new ferries on
the Pamonkey. Matiapony and Patowmaekrivers." In that act pro1
vision is made for one ferry over
the Potomac 'from Col. Hoe's to
Cedar ?oint in Maryland.* The authorisedrate of fare was 2 shillings
for a man. 2 shillings for a horse
and 2 shillings for a hogshead of tobacco.Two shillings ferry fare was
for a ferry two ntlles wide, and
the 4 pence allowed the Mason ferry
would indicate the shortest route betweenMaryland and Virginia at tide
water.
The dam and causeway were seriouslydamaged by the Potomac flood

in April. 1852. It was repaired, but
was broken down by the freshet of
November. 1877, and the foundation
stones of the dam were displaced
by the flood of June 1 and 2, 1889,
that flood having been caused by
the same rainstorm that brought

The Modern Spirit.
ooOVSERVATIVES and reaction-
^ aries," said a young reformer

of New York, "claim that all social

progress Is based on selfishness. They
declare that we must not uproot selfishness,or the world will go to

smash. In fact, they worship the sort

of spirit that is typified in the Ikeand-Solanecdote.
"Ike and Sol were walking on the

canal bank. They saw a notice board,
which said that a reward of $10 would
be paid to any man who rescued anotherfrom drowning. It didn't take
them long to agree that Ike should
fall in, that Sol should rescue him,
and that the reward should be dividedfifty-fifty.
"So in went Ike. It was a good deal

deeper than he'd expected to find it.

However, with a lot of struggling he
just managed to keep afloat.
" 'Sol!' he gurgled. "Come on!

What's the matter with you? Hurry
up! Save me!"
"But Sol hesitated.
"Save me, Sol!' And Ike went down

for the second time. When he came

up Sol said to him:
"'Ike, I've been reading that notice

again, and it says at the bottom,
"Twenty dollars reward for a dead
body." Now. Ike, be reasonable.""

" ~ 1 r-.
A-tiays ana ca^ci io.

pDWARD W. REDFIELD. the

painter of snow scenes. said the
other day at the Philadelphia Art
Club:
"f aee that in Paris the experts are

proving the authenticity of dubious
Did masters by means of the X-ray.
This is a good idea. It will do away
with a lot of hoaxing.
"I heard the other day of a dealerwho tried to hoax & profiteer. The

iealer offered a Raphael for sale,
pointing to the signature triumphantly^but after examining the signature
he profiteer said:
'"The name don't look like Raphael.Looks more like Rachel to me.*
"The dealer examined the signaturehimself.
" 'Yes. it is Rachel,' he said. 'I'll tell

rou the history of that. When
Raphael painted that picture he was |
n hard luck, y'understand, so be put
t in the wife's name.'" 1

»- u»-i

r the redouhtahte ttva.
as- she drew her lae* wl%l (WJj
closely about her and plaM ItrHM
backward Into the c>rt««k wbtWW
came within an wee of upnattMv thl
prospective bride an® groom
"Mr Wane, please state clearly tp VI

what the rroldeo BlWt of mystery re
i vtala*" said a stentorian voir* fpait

the middle of the room. All era* Ihi
i etantly turned toward the speaker-1
he was none other thafi fanMi »
kvivin. .) ajwsi
"It reveals HnnrkoiiK*^e4fH*t«^lplan* of defenae.fortifleattoha, JfuM

- mines. ammunition, MMRMI. tWWIU
cverythinir "

> "Whore 7' cried th* atedimch, If
chorus.
"Hero!" answered the IrlittM, «l

he unfastened the fillet uif hpenihfthe cover. revealed to thalr UtealMM
(rate the ino«»hlna»ln|r paper (Mil*,

r o.aled within. "Mr. OKeere, »« »
your man'" But the deeate had kltI ready made sure of the Rttbstan tfy
Inr to escape throurh the itbotttiy.
"Mr and Mrs. Kodlnskr trill riHwta
with me to HotMtkoh*. where the Ht.
ernment has long been wattlnf fbr
them as a oonble of the meat dangerioua aplea in the cep»hy."
"And what of the arolden UttetV* uHihl

the ladies.
"Oh, thtt we trill present to t*M?

jOockrlll as a rtlemente of a rPo*t initerestinrevenins/' replied the ev»P *

I AniietAAUa Al*«» > tfrhJt
WUMI wwwa w» anagp a v.
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about the Johnatow*. Wh., flobt I* tka
valley of the Allegheny rtw.
Richard P. Jackson, native IBlMt'1

aen of Georgetown and a » »»*» ft
the Washington bar. pobllOhdd m
tie book in 1811 entltlad "tllO Cbf»n ,iclee of Georgetown from 1H1 I
1878." Ha haa a oheptef an "H»»
eta" and makes mention of the dgboe
way. The Rambler takea pteogbre I
presenting the following aatfae
from that useful little book:
We bees bed »aay freshet, m tha^petws*The meat freshet of Jane, 18M. emmwtd «e

Wharrea aad cellate akajr the liar at WaW
treet aad dM meet dewSe te »b» «M»I. «e

freshets ef April aad Ospeeasher. 1W WW
equally at deetreetlve. da wee the fieW t
of October. 1847. ehes tho taake of IbeOedPl
were reat aaeader aad nar gauce Wjpsgs
until the aprieg of IMS, Tha twstal d Apeo
185!. yu eery deetreetlve: aarlgettsa wee
auapended oa the eaaal ell HQS ir aad Ml addt
the company aeeeral bundled Ihemaed msw*
to repair damages. The walae «a the Ity
was so uw "as is ran <SW/Wi immh
which Joins Analoatan Island With ths math- .

land, and washed ewer the rim «e»n tad
made a new channel iw the rime, etiet
damages cost the town several t> inaand M
lacs to repair. We have had Mnee aanhtr
of freshets in the Pollma r daring the pants
lfc.«. I860. IMS. IMS and 10*7, hot amah or
them doing much damage. The IMM Of
October 1st. 1870. was very destineMrs. «Mingaway more than one-half of the (sals
bridge and washing sway ths eaaasagf SM
sooth draw ef the tang bridge. The eadpl ana
greatly damaged, several Jert galea were snap
float'rig down the river, tad MvtgaMen gae!ponded for several senega. which that the
company tmtweea eighty aad eae hagdrad the
sand dollars to repair the injury. The fttill
of the 24th, 20th and 28th ef Itseembe*, fgft,
was li-gher than either of the freshets ef I
1M7. 18.12 or 1870, doing serious damage t»
the banks of the canal." which cedt the rempany$210,000 to repair and ageIn washing
sway the stone causeway, which Mae Mmam*
tan Island srith the matolapd. gtrlftg 8 ehhaee
to the <*onatK(lMen of th« Pom** t tt c*Ilumbim to repolr ths tamift.

j The Rambler ie sorry to .levee
| even for a week, hot tis'Jmpdd U
come back to you next Sunday «Wl
more facts about Analestan Island,'

In the Rambler's iqail lost Monday
j was an unsigned postal cord On
I which was written the following;

"Rambler; Ton ought to Hdt
< Mason's Island and see that view St
the old house you give a picture Of
'as it is today.' It hasn't boon thoro
for twenty years."
The picture used in The Star -lost

Sunday, showing one wall Of tlW
Mason house still standing, was mod#
by the Rambler Sunday, January as,
1921.

______

The Grand Concert.
rvE WOLF HOPPER told at tPo

Lambs' Club a story of his sdrly
days.
"A partner and I," he said, "took

one Christmas an enormous hall with
a seating capacity or Tour tnousans,

intending to give a grand concert. )
"We had both of us an inflated rdaa,

of our 'drawing' capacity. We eapectedto make about $1,44< profit. Of
course we were both very young.
"Well, at 7 o'clock on Christena*

night our money-takers, ticketitakers, ushers and attendants tn keep
the crowd back were assembled en

I masse in the hall. Then came the fslilowing scene;
"Secretary.'Money-takers, are yeu

readyV
"'Yes. sir.'

| "Secretary,.Ticket-takers, are you
readyT
" 'Right, sir.*

_ .
i

"Secretary.'Ushers and attsndants.
stand by the door. Now. Mr. Hopper,
are you ready 7*
"Myself (nervously).Too, sir."
"Trash of iron doors.
"Enter a. terriflc gust of iM* ul

two small boys.
"Tiny voloe."Soy, mister, east

both get in on litis here free pesof " |

Working it Out.
ttENRY ford said at a Deuten

dinner:
"Tractor farming, alongside *T the

old-fashioned hand and barge tigs.
ingr. is so.avwrtll. let ma tell jeq '
a story.
"A schoelma'am notioed mm innpi

ing that little Willie Jeeea era# absent,and. when she aelted where Me
was. another boy banded bar a SM*
from his mother. This node said:
" -Dear teacher: Please excuse Wilt

lie's absence aa hs has com viU til
father te act aa Urnskeeper. Tbe
UIVUICMI /V<# » >»* JIRIflW vmbIf the towpath to MM TtrC Mrhow lone U take a man to walk
it thlrty-ene timea, hie average >piMbeing * mitee per hear?
- -Wiliiee to not a wan yet. aaM* '

father had to take on the m, Ship ,started at 4 o'etock Uto WHlleaand Mr. Jenee eaia he thekfht hocould work oat the pi ehleet t* mm
day.- though it would meaa here Oh,n* "'

r
a-aac-»a.-rrer -gftlMLie tnMK-:.


